In Blossom

14 Spring Street

Waltham, MA 02451

Majesty Palm

The Majesty Palm is a very shade tolerant palm that will reach 10' in height very quickly. It grows and looks best situated under a canopy of tall trees.  Its greatest drawback is its requirement to be fertilized frequently to maintain a healthy green color. Outdoors, Majesty Palms are native to Madagascar.  They grow quickly and top out at 15-40 feet.  Of the tribe Ceroxyleae, and subfamily Ceroxyloideae it is also known by the botanic names Ravenea glauca and R. rivularis.  More and more Majesty Palms are being planted.  Most often they are relatively small. 

They are said to be adaptable to most soils, like their soil a little wet, must be watered faithfully during dry spells and prefer a good dose of sun or partial shade.  One thing for certain is they are fussy for food and demand proper fertilization or they turn yellow fast.  As with any underfed palm, recovery is often slow, sometimes two years, so feed Majesty Palm 6X a year with palm food.

The best and only help is to take them outside and hose them off.  No Miracle Grow during the winter and fall months.  Water only once a week and bright indirect light. I use super soil for potting and use a terra cotta pot or like material.  Come summer they love to be misted with water"

Plant Facts:
Common Name:  Majesty Palm
Botanical Name:  Ravenea glauca and R. rivularis
Subfamily:  Ceroxyloideae
Plant Type:  Solitary Robust Palm Tree
Origin:  Madagascar
Zones:  10 - 11
Height:  15-80'
Rate of Growth:  Fast to 10' then slowing
Salt Tolerance:  Moderate
Soil Requirements:  Widely adaptable
Water Requirements:  Moderate 
Nutritional Requirements:  Moderate to High
Light Requirements:  Moderate, High (Partial sun to light shade)

Form:  Solitary, robust. Trunk gray, swollen at base and gradually tapering upward. 
Leaves:  Pinnately compound, reduplicate, erect at first then arching, twisted near apex; with numerous crowded narrow ribbed leaflets.
Inflorescence:  Short, born among leaves
Fruits:  Red (0.5 inch in diameter. Round)

Pests or diseases:  None
Uses:  Specimen tree
Bad Habits:  Heavy feeder, does best under high canopy of trees
Cost: $$ - $$$ -- reasonable to expensive
Propagation:  Seed, germinates in 2-3 months
