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Dracaena Marginata
Care Guide: How to Care for Your Marginata.
Dracaena marginata commonly called Red-edge Dracaena or Madagascar dragon tree, and can grow to 15 feet in height, supported by a long, slender truck or "cane". 
Its foliage is a near vertical to horizontal mass of narrow pointed green leaves with red to purple stripes along the outer edge. As new leaves emerge from the top, the mature leaves on the bottom drop away.
The Dracaena marginata canes can be grown straight to produce a tall plant with a compact "footprint" or be trained to curve, creating unique character plants. Several Dracaena canes are generally planted in each pot, often of varying lengths to produce a “fuller” specimen.
The temperature requirements for Dracaena marginata is a comfortable 75 degrees and the water requirements are low. Dracaenas are one of the plants used in the NASA Clean Air Study and has shown to help remove Formaldehyde. 
Dracaenas have wide leaves that do accumulate dust. Wipe leaves regularly with a damp cloth to remove dust. Although most Dracaenas have few problems with pest, occasionally mealy bug and scale can attack the plant.  
CHARACTERISTICS: 

The name dracaena incorporates a broad variety of plants. In this entry we will talk about the care of the most common variety, the marginata or dragon plant. They usually have a lot of woody stalk showing and are grown upright with the foliage or head just at the top. They can be anywhere from two feet to twenty feet tall. More expensive plants have had their stems weighted down during production growing to make curves and bends in the stalks. They can resemble a candelabra. The leaves are dark green with a dark red margin around the outer edge. Marginata tips are mainly foliage with a small amount of stalk showing. 

Over watering - pale, dwarfed new growth, brown tipping, rotting, stinky stalks (remove these immediately). 

Under watering - bright yellow lower leaves, droopy heads, wrinkled stalks. 

PRUNING: 

Cut the cane to desired level or pull out only center new growth if you want a subtle prune job and want to maintain the same height. The ends of the foliage will sometimes brown indicating over watering. These can be trimmed to the shape of the original leaf or blunt cut.

Dragon Tree
The Dragon Tree is a pointed-leafed dracaena with green foliage. Whether you’re looking for a gift that grows on you or just spicing up your own place, these are here to help. Each comes in a handsome black pot with an attached saucer approximately 5 inches in diameter. Total height is approximately 1 foot.
Care Instructions

Water:  Allow soil to dry out between waterings.  Water thoroughly whenever soil is dry. 
Location:  Keep in medium to bright indirect sunlight indoors.
Fertilizer:  Feed with plant spikes or liquid fertilizer for healthier growth.
Lucky Bamboo
Imported from Taiwan, Lucky Bamboo comes from original stock and is extremely hardy.  They will grow indoors for years with virtually no care, requiring only an inch or two of water.  A few drops of diluted fertilizer will cause them to grow rapidly, otherwise they will remain the same size.  This lucky charm will keep giving, too: you can break off a stem and re-plant it in water.  By changing the water every three days, it will quickly root and can then be passed on to a friend. 
Care Instructions

1.
Keep your bamboo in water at all times. 

2.
Use bottled water or other purified water - the chlorine in tap water can be harmful to houseplants. 

3.
Change the water as needed. 

4.
Leave the plant in a bright area, but not in direct sunlight. 

5.
To share your good fortune with a friend, cut off a stalk that has leaves and place it in water.  Change the water every 3 days. Soon the cutting will sprout roots. 

6.
If you want your plant to grow faster, dilute just one or two drops of liquid fertilizer into the water, the plants will grow rapidly. 
Peace Lily
This tropical evergreen perennial not only tolerates the low light and dry conditions found in most homes, it actually makes the indoors healthier! When NASA did a study on 'sick building' syndrome, peace lilies were rated among the top ten air cleaning plants for interiors.  Lovely when flowering, no home should be without the peace lily’s elegant lance shaped leaves and snowy blooms.  The pot has a 5” diameter, and the stands between 10” and 12” tall.
Care Instructions

Water:

Allow soil to dry out between waterings. Water thoroughly whenever soil is dry.
Location: 

Keep in medium to bright indirect sunlight indoors.
Fertilizer: 

Feed with plant spikes or liquid fertilizer for healthier growth.
Jade Plant 

Jade plants are tough, easy-to-grow succulents. They grow well in containers and like the warm, dry conditions found in most homes. 

Height/Spread

Jade plants can live for a very long time and grow into small trees or shrubs up to 5 feet tall indoors. 

Ornamental Features

Succulent, fleshy leaves are round or oval, dark green, blue-gray or edged in red depending on species and cultivar. The thick trunklike stems and branches of jade plants are usually brown. Clusters of star-shaped white or pink flowers will appear on mature plants in the winter. Jades look very much like miniature trees and often have an appealing bonsai quality. 

Problems

In the home, plant diseases are very rarely a problem. Too much or too little water plus insects and mites are the main problems. Root rot usually results from a soil mix that does not drain quickly or overly frequent watering. Leaf drop can happen if the plant is allowed to become extremely dry. 

Mealybugs are the most common insect pest of jade plants. They look like white puffs of cotton. Wipe them off with alcohol using a cotton swab. Do not use insecticidal soap, since it may damage jade plants. Spider mites can cause plants to lose their green color and appear dusty or speckled. 

Culture

Like many succulent plants, jades prefer the full sun or bright filtered light of a south-facing window. Jade plants do best where they get four or more hours a day of direct sunlight. Plants grown in sun can withstand higher temperatures than those grown in poor light. 

Jade plants do best with daytime temperatures between 65 and 75  F, and nighttime temperatures between 50 and 55  F. During the winter months, protect plants from drafts and do not let their foliage touch windowpanes.

Soil should be kept moist but not wet while plants are actively growing in spring and summer. During the winter, let the soil dry between waterings. Although the succulent look of jade plants may cause you to believe that they need very little water, drought can cause dwarfing, foliage spotting, leaf drop and death. Avoid splashing water on the leaves while watering. 

Jades need a very well-drained soil mix to prevent root rot. A cactus mix with some added organic matter will do. You can also make a mix of one part sterilized organic soil, one part sphagnum peat moss and three parts coarse sand by volume.

Fertilize jade plants once every three to four months. A liquid houseplant fertilizer will work well. Wait four months before feeding repotted plants.

Jade plants can live quite happily for years while root-bound. If repotting is necessary, do it as new growth starts. When your plant becomes older and top-heavy, move it to a large, heavy pot to prevent tipping over. Allow the soil to become dry after repotting. You can start new plants from stem cuttings.

Species & Cultivars

Silver Jade Plant or Blue Bird Jade (Crassula arborescens): This jade is similar to the more frequently grown C. ovata but has blue-gray leaves with red margins. It has compact, rounded heads of pink flowers. 

Jade Tree (Crassula ovata): This is the most commonly grown jade plant. Stout brown trunks support succulent glossy green leaves. The flowers are starry and white. 
Copper Jade Tree (Crassula ovata ‘Bronze Beauty’): This type of jade plant has small coppery green leaves on extremely slow-growing stems.

Red Jade Tree (Crassula ovata ‘California Red Tip’): This jade plant has purplish red edged leaves when grown in bright light to full sun. 

Golden Jade Tree (Crassula ovata ‘Sunset’): In bright light,the leaves are edged in gold. Very striking as a large specimen. 

Tricolor Jade (Crassula ovata ‘Tricolor’): This cultivar is becoming easier to find. It has creamy white-and rose-striped pointed leaves and pink and white flowers. 

Variegated White English Ivy

Botanical Name: "Hedera helix"
Outstanding Features
• Glossy trailing foliage ideal for containers
• Trailing vine up to 24" (61 cm) in length
Hardiness
• Treat as an annual in cooler climates
Location
• Partial sun or shade
Watering
• Keep soil moist
Feeding
• Incorporate a slow release fertilizer like Osmocote into the soil prior to planting
• Fertilize with a balanced fertilizer like 20-20-20 on a weekly basis if no slow release is added to the soil
Maintenance
• Prune to shape if needed 

Variegated Yellow

English Ivy
Variegated Yellow English Ivy
Botanical Name: "Hedera helix"
Outstanding Features
• Glossy trailing foliage ideal for containers
• Trailing vine up to 24" (61 cm) in length
Hardiness
• Treat as an annual in cooler climates
Location
• Partial sun or shade
Watering
• Keep soil moist
Feeding
• Incorporate a slow release fertilizer like Osmocote into the soil prior to planting
• Fertilize with a balanced fertilizer like 20-20-20 on a weekly basis if no slow release is added to the soil
Maintenance
• Prune to shape if needed
