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Dracaena Reflexa

Dracaena derives from the Greek word for female dragon.  The plant is sometimes called the dragon's blood tree due to a sticky sap which trickles from a cut in one variety. Common name is dragon tree You might know this plant by its common names Pleomele or Maylasian draceana.  This plant can be grown as a small bush, or, left to its own devices outdoors in a subtropical climate, a tree reaching over 30 feet in height. It has short, thick, pointed leaves. 

The reflexa has dark green foliage while Dracaena reflexa 'Song of Jamaica' is variegated with off white to yellow-beige colored stripes and  Dracaena reflexa 'Song of India' boasts a bright yellow variegation.

The temperature requirements for reflexa is a comfortable 75 degrees and the water requirements are low.  Dracaenas are one of the plants used in the NASA Clean Air Study and has shown to help remove Formaldehyde. 

Dracaenas have wide leaves that do accumulate dust. Wipe leaves regularly with a damp cloth to remove dust.  Although most Dracaenas have few problems with pest, occasionally mealy bug and scale can attack the plant.

Description - Lemon and lime striped short strappy leaves which can grow to 15cm in length.  A mature plant can reach 1m in height.
Origin - Native of tropical west Africa and common in the Canary Islands.
Care Tips - Keep slightly moist but avoid sogginess. Mist often.  In growing season feed every 14 days.  Likes bright light but not full sun.  Temperature 18°C-25°C.  Peel off lower leaves as they die - leaving a trunk.

